
Yellow Medicine County Board Meeting Minutes
October 13,2020

Chairman John Berends called this regular meeting of the Yellow Medicine County Board to order at 9:00 a.m.
with Commissioners Greg Renneke, Glen Kack, Ron Antony and Gary Johnson also present (via
teleconference). Also present were County Administrator Angie Steinbach, County Attorney Keith Helgeson
(via teleconference), Finance and Administration Deputy Ashley Soine (via teleconference) and Advocate
Tribune reporter Jess Gorman. Due to the current federal and state emergency declarations and guidance about
limiting person-to-person contact due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, the October L3,2020 meeting
of the Yellow Medicine County Commissioners was conducted in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 13D.021

- Meetings by Telephone or Other Electronic Means.

Pledge of Allegiance

Approve Agenda 10-13-20-01 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner Kack to
approve the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Consent Agenda 10-13-20-02 Motion by Commissioner Kack and seconded by Commissioner Johnson to
approve the consent agenda items as follows: September 22,2020 County Board meeting minutes; 2021 SSTS
Program Grant Agreement; approval of CARES funds for Attorney's Office (integration project); hiring of Gary
Ostendorf as a part-time Assistant Custodian, his salary will be grade 4, step 1, his start date is October 14,
2020; hiring of Chris Blanchette as a Heavy Equipment Operator, his salary will be grade 8, step 4, his start date
is October 14,2020; hiring of Dana Homan as the Finance Manager, her salary will be grade 16, step 10, her
start date is October 20,2020; resignation of Nancy Chasteen, U of M Administrative Secretary. Motion carried
with all voting in favor.

Citizen Comments None

Approval of Disbursements/Review Auditor's Warrants 10-13-20-03 Motion by Commissioner Johnson and
seconded by Commissioner Antony to approve the commissioner warrants for the following amounts:
599,282.67 Ditch Fund, $48,110.32 Revenue Fund, $98,180.39 Road & Bridge Fund, $81,961.66 Human
Services Fund; and acknowledged review of the Auditor's warants. An itemized listing of all warrants over
$2,000 and an aggregate total for warrants under $2,000 are published on the County website under the Finance
& Administration Department. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Commissioners' Report Commissioner Antony reported on Parks Committee, Counties Providing Technology,
Personnel Committee, Emergency Communication Board and Ad Hoc COVID-I9 meetings. Commissioner
Renneke had no reports. Commissioner Kack reported on SWlS Adult Mental Health Annual Meeting, Area
IVRCRCA and Revolving Loan Fund. Commissioner Johnson reported on Revolving Loan Fund, Upper
Minnesota Valley Regional Development Commission, Prairie Five, Area Transportation meeting and 6W
Community Corrections. Commissioner Berends reported on Personnel Committee, Ad Hoc COVID-l9
meetings, Audit meeting, Countryside Public Health, PrimeWest, Department Head meeting and Yellow Stone
Trail.

Administrator Steinbach's report included meetings attended, current projects being worked on and future
meetings to attend. Administrator Steinbach's report is included in the Board packet.

Regular Agenda
Kris I-lolien, Veterans Service Office, gave an update.
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Andy Sander, Highway Department, gave an update.

Flooring Replacement for HHS Building and Jail 10-13-20-04 Motion by Commissioner Antony and

seconded by Commissioner Johnson to approve the quote from Aus Floors and More, Inc. in the amount of
$26,568.30 for flooring replacement in the Health and Human Services building and Jail. Additional quotes

were attempted but unable to be obtained due to contractor workloads and their inability to take on new work at

this time. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Doug Waltz gave an update on the Fairgrounds.

Doug Waltz Invoice 10-13-20-05 Motion by Commissioner Kack and seconded by Commissioner Antony to
approve the invoice from Doug Waltz in the amount of $ 1,3 12.50 for the fourth quarter 2020 fairgrounds
property management services. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Subordination of AgBMP Assessment Lien 10-13-20-06 Motion by Commissioner Johnson and seconded by
Commissioner Renneke to approve subordination of AgBMP assessment lien to new mortgage by Co-op Credit
Union of Montevideo for David Hansen and Dawn Hansen. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Resolution #30-2020 CARES Funds 10-13-20-07 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by
Commissioner Johnson to approve Resolution#30-2020 to distribute County Coronavirus Relief Fund Dollars
to Yellow Medicine County businesses and non-profits. Motion carried with Commissioner Antony, Johnson

and Renneke voting in favor. Commissioner Berends and Kack abstained from voting due to conflict of interest.

Resolution #29-2020 Reappoint County Assessor 10-13-20-08 Motion by Commissioner Johnson and

seconded by Commissioner Kack to approve Resolution #29-2020 which reappoints Connie Erickson as County
Assessor to a four-year term as the Yellow Medicine County Assessor beginning January 1,2021. Motion
carried with all voting in favor.

The board recessed for break at 10:27 a.m.

The board reconvened at 10:46 a.m.

LPRW Board Appointments 10-13-20-09 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner
Johnson to approve a Resolution recommending the appointment of Francis Engels, Janice Moen and J. Brent
Feikema to the Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water System Board of Commissioners for a 4-year term which shall
commence on January 1,2021and shall expire at midnight on December 3l ,2024 contingent upon the 'home'
counties approving the appointments. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Resolution #31-2020 CARES Funds 10-13-20-10 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by
Commissioner Kack to approve Resolution #31-2020 to distribute County Coronavirus Relief Fund Dollars to
Yellow Medicine County businesses and non-profits. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Liz Auch, Countryside Public Health, gave an update

Sheriff Bill Flaten discussed dispatch services. Sheriff Flaten and Administrator Steinbach will research more
information regarding area dispatch services and costs associated with it.

Commissioner Antony, Johnson and Renneke were appointed to the JD 32 Drainage Authority
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The board discussed future board meetings and decided to continue with the virtual meeting option at this time
for regular meetings.

The board recessed for lunch at 1 1:58 a.m.

The board reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

Commissioner Antony left the meeting.

Open Public Hearing 10-f3-20-11 Motion by Commissioner Johnson and seconded by Commissioner Kack to
open the public hearing at l:02 p.m. to set the 2021 ditch levy. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Chris Balfany, Planning & ZoninglDitch Administrator discussed the 2021Proposed Ditch Levy.

Commissioner Antony joined the meeting.

Close Public Hearing 10-13-20-12 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner Johnson
to close the public hearing at I:07 p.m. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

2021 Ditch Levy 10-13-20-13 Motion by Commissioner Renneke and seconded by Commissioner Antony to
approve the202l ditch levy as presented. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

The board recessed for break at l:10 p.m

The board reconvened at 1:20 p.m.

Chair Berends opened the hearing at I:20 p.m. to discuss Redetermination of Benefits for CD 28,29,30,32 and
38. Also in attendance were Commissioners Greg Renneke, Ron Antony, Glen Kack and Gary Johnson present.
Also present were YMC Ditch Inspector Chris Balfany, Kurt Deter Attorney from Rinke Noonan,
Administrative Secretary Cindy Anderson, YMC Administrator Angie Steinbach, Human Resource Coordinator
Ashley Soine, Mitch Kling, and landowners Arnold Stelter and Stephen Welsh.

Welcome and introductions were made.

Approve Agenda for Redetermination of Benefits 10-13-20-14 Motion by Commissioner Kack and seconded
by Commissioner Antony to approve the agenda. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Purpose of the Hearing: Kurt Deter referenced MN State Statute 103E.351 Subdividionl Conditions to
redetermine benefits and damages; appointing viewers. (a) If the drainage authority determines that the benefits
or damages of record determined in a drainage proceeding do not reflect reasonable present-day land values or
that the benefited or damaged areas have changed, the drainage authority may appoint three viewers to
redetermine and report the benefits and damages and the benefited and damaged areas. (b) If more than26
percent of the owners of property or owners of 26 percent of the property that is benefited or damaged by a
drainage system petition to redetermine benefits and damages, the drainage authority must make a determination
on the petition according to paragraph (a). Deter reviewed information as to the last time the ditches were
determined.
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Ditch Year Benefited acres Watershed acres
cD 28 1923 351 425
cD29 t92t 50 217
cD 30 t92s 133 259
cD 32 1915 1,033 2,717
cD 38 1952 150 281

Mr. Balfany explained that landowners on JD #32 filed a petition for a redetermination of benefits for that ditch.
Since the five ditches all use JD 32 as an outlet and are located within JD 32's watershed, it only makes sense to
redetermine the five ditches at the same time which will save the landowners money. Three of the five ditch
systems are tile systems.

Public Comment Concerning Redetermination of Benefits Chair Berends opened the hearing for public
comment. Mr. Balfany said letters were sent to the landowners on the ditches. He spoke with a few individuals
regarding concerns about the redetermination and all were in agreement with proceeding. Stephen Welsh asked
how a redetermination would affect him. A redetermination could change the percent that a landowner pays

towards ditch expenses as viewing is done differently now than it was 50 to 100 years ago.

Close Hearing t0-13-20-15 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner Renneke to
close the hearing at l:34 p.m. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

County Ditch #28 10-13-20-16 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner Kack to
order the redetermination of benefits for County Ditch #28 andto appoint Jim Weidemann and his team to do
the viewing. Commissioner Johnson asked about other viewing teams which are available. Mr. Balfany said that
Weidemann's team was $1 .65lacre for a redetermination in Yellow Medicine County. Other viewing teams are

charging anywhere from $2.50 to $4.50/acre. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

County Ditch #2910-13-20-17 Motion by Commissioner Renneke and seconded by Commissioner Johnson to
order the redetermination of benefits for County Ditch #29 andto appoint Jim Weidemann and his team to do
the viewing. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

County Ditch #30 10-13-20-18 Motion by Commissioner Johnson and seconded by Commissioner Kack to
order the redetermination of benefits for County Ditch #30 and to appoint Jim Weidemann and his team to do
the viewing. Motion canied with all voting in favor.

County Ditch #32 10-13-20-19 Motion by Commissioner Kack and seconded by Commissioner Johnson to
order the redetermination of benefits for County Ditch #32 andto appoint Jim Weidemann and his team to do
the viewing. Motion canied with all voting in favor.

County Ditch #38 10-13-20-20 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner Johnson to
order the redetermination of benefits for County Ditch #38 and to appoint Jim Weidemann and his team to do
the viewing. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Other Business None

Informational None

Review of Upcoming Meetings and Events The Board reviewed upcoming meetings and events.
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Adjourn 10-13-20-21 Motion by Commissioner Antony and seconded by Commissioner Johnson to adjourn at
1:41 p.m. Motion carried with all voting in favor.

Attest:

Chair County AdministratorAngieJ
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